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Dublin Bay Sailing and Boating News 















[image: A precision bomb-strike in the heart of Howth village? Not quite. The site of the old Royal Hotel in Howth has now been cleared for an access road to the new Balscadden Apartments ] 






Royal Exits Howth As Conor McGregor Arrives 



9th April 2024 
Coastal Notes



It may have been recently known as the boarded-up Baily Court Hotel. Yet for many in Howth, it was still the modestly-sized Royal Hotel. Once upon a time, it was the heart of the village, a reminder that way back… 
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John (Johnny) Robinson RIP 



1st April 2024 
Dublin Bay



It is with deep sadness that we heard of Johnny Robinson's passing on Thursday at the age of 87. He had been involved with Clontarf Yacht and Boat Club for over 70 years and was its longest-serving member. Johnny was known… 




 









[image: Jennifer Coughlan of the UCD School of Biology and Environmental Science at the deployment of habitat units along the Great South Wall at Dublin Port] 






Dublin Port Company and University College Dublin Collaborate on World-First Eco-Engineering Initiative 



25th March 2024 
Dublin Port



Dublin Port Company (DPC), in collaboration with University College Dublin (UCD), proudly announces a groundbreaking initiative aimed at enhancing biodiversity along the Great South Wall. This innovative project marks a significant milestone in the realm of eco-engineering, setting a new… 




 







[image: File image of the Great South Wall in Dublin Bay] 






Hopes for Concrete Blocks With Imprint of Ringaskiddy Shoreline to Boost Biodiversity in Dublin Bay 



23rd March 2024 
Dublin Bay



Dublin’s Great South Wall has taken on the appearance of the Cork Harbour shoreline thanks to a new biodiversity project. According to RTÉ News, a series of large concrete blocks imprinted with a mould of the Ringaskiddy coastline have been… 
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National YC Offers Water Wags Pre-Race Open Coaching Series 



16th March 2024 
Water Wag



The National Yacht Club in Dun Laoghaire is offering a pre-race coaching series to help Water Wags sailors preparing for evening racing on Dublin Bay. This series will be led by the club head coach and may receive the input… 




 







[image: The Ocean Protector is one of three EFCA offshore patrol vessels (OPVs)] 






European Fisheries Control Agency Patrol Ship Visits Dublin 



15th March 2024 
Dublin Port



An offshore patrol vessel with the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) has berthed in Dublin to mark the 20th anniversary of the North Western Waters Advisory Council and the Pelagic Advisory Council. The Ocean Protector is one of three EFCA… 




 









[image: “A History of Lifeboats in Dublin Bay”, an illustrated lecture by Cormac Lowth, takes place in the Maritime Museum, Haigh Terrace, Dun Laoghaire on March 12th at 1.30pm.] 






History of Dublin Bay Lifeboats Lecture On Tuesday By Maritime Historian Cormac Lowth 



10th March 2024 
Dublin Bay



While the RNLI celebrates its bicentenary, the first lifeboats in Dublin Bay date back to the early 19th century and were run by the Port Corporation. This is the subject of a talk by maritime historian and researcher Cormac Lowth… 




 







[image: At the unveiling of a seat in memory of Arthur Reynolds at the DMYC - DMYC Commodore Ian Cutliffe, Cian Siggins, Jeff Brownlee and Fintan Reynolds, son of the late sailor, journalist and publisher Arthur Reynolds ] 






DMYC Unveils Bench in Memory of Marine Journalist Arthur Reynolds 



4th March 2024 
DMYC



Dun Laoghaire Motor Yacht Club (DMYC) paid tribute to one of its earliest members when it unveiled a bench in memory of former Dublin Bay sailor and marine journalist Arthur Reynolds at the weekend. DMYC commodore Ian Cutliffe and members… 




 









[image: Freshly painted and overhauled is the St. Bridget, high and dry at Howth Boatyard, however the passenger sight-seeing vessel was back in the water this morning having made a repositioning passage across Dublin Bay, where cruises will take place ‘from’ the St. Patrick’s Weekend.] 






Excursion Vessel Fresh from Overhaul to Resume Dublin Bay Cruises On St. Patrick's Weekend 



22nd February 2024 
Dublin Bay



Operator Dublin Bay Cruises excursion vessel St. Bridget has completed an annual overhaul at Howth Boatyard and returned to the capital’s Grand Canal Dock this morning in preparation for the forthcoming season, writes Jehan Ashmore. St. Bridget was observed off… 




 







[image: Irish dancing sensations The Gardiner Brothers Michael and Matthew pictured with Stephen Butterly, Head of Fundraising at Aware, sponsor Barry O’Connell, CEO at Dublin Port Company, Richard Tierney, CEO at St Patrick’s Festival and joined by Bobbi (age 7) and Jude (age 4) Close from Castleknock at the launch of the 17th annual Aware Harbour2Harbour Walk which takes place on St. Patrick’s Day, Sunday 17th March. An official event of St Patrick’s Festival, over 2,500 enthusiastic walkers are expected to take on the 26km challenge, with the option of starting from Howth Harbour or Dun Laoghaire Harbour. Participants can also enjoy refreshments and entertainment at the ‘Halfway Hooley’ hosted by sponsor Dublin Port Company at their historic Pumphouse. This event will help raise vital funds to ensure Aware can continue to support people impacted by depression and bipolar disorder all over Ireland. Register now at www.aware.ie ] 






Thousands to Walk from Howth Harbour to Dun Laoghaire Harbour (or reverse) this St. Patrick’s Day to Demonstrate Support for Mental Health 



21st February 2024 
Dublin Port



Irish dancing sensations ‘The Gardiner Brothers’ today launched the 17th annual Aware Harbour2Harbour Walk which will take place on St. Patrick’s Day, Sunday 17th March. An official event partner of St. Patrick’s Festival, the charity expects over 2,500 enthusiastic walkers… 




 









[image: Vanessa O’Connell as its new Development Project Director for the Dublin Array offshore wind farm ] 






Dublin Array Wind Farm Appoints New Development Project Director 



19th February 2024 
Power From the Sea



RWE Renewables Ireland has appointed Vanessa O’Connell as its new Development Project Director for the Dublin Array offshore wind farm. Dublin Array is a proposed 824MW offshore wind farm, which will be located about 10 kilometres from the coast of… 




 







[image: A shopfront in Ringsend pays tribute to local legend Ken Cunningham, who died on Tuesday 30 January] 






Ringsend and Dalkey Pay Respects to Late Ken ‘The Boatman’ Cunningham 



6th February 2024 
Dublin Bay



Ringsend residents lined the streets of the south Dublin village to pay respects to the late Ken Cunningham following his funeral Mass on Saturday (3 February). For many years Ken ran the passenger ferry, Licence No 1877, from Coliemore Harbour… 




 









[image: ] 






Dun Laoghaire Harbour: The Most Natural Artificial Creation In Ireland 



4th February 2024 
Dublin Bay Old Gaffers



At sea level, the majestic granite construction of Dun Laoghaire Harbour blends so well with the many of the older buildings on the town's waterfront and its coastal surroundings that, after 200 years and more of its existence, many folk… 




 







[image: The Royal Irish Yacht Club in Dun Laoghaire has the world’s oldest original purpose-designed complete clubhouse, with its classical premises dating from 1850. Yet while this has been meticulously preserved, the harbour and marina have conveniently re-arranged themselves round it to provide a unique combination of living history and modern facilities] 






Dun Laoghaire Will Welcome J/109 Euros To Royal Irish YC’s Late Season Array Of Cruiser/Racer Championships 



20th January 2024 
W M Nixon



The latest news on the Dun Laoghaire waterfront is that the J/109 Europeans 2024 will be part of this year’s intense series of cruiser/racer regattas at the Royal Irish YC in late August and early September. It’s an organisational breakthrough… 




 









[image: A lone canoeist finds perfection in Sutton Creek on Dublin Bay at 16.20hrs, 17-01-24 ] 






The Golden Path On Dublin Bay's Blue Lagoon 



18th January 2024 
Dublin Bay



Once upon a time, as Sutton Creek developed in the northerly corner of Dublin Bay, some bright spark councillor suggested the new and very tidal waterway should be called the Blue Lagoon. The idea of such a name was aired… 




 







[image: David Lawlor with oysters at Dun Laoghaire Marina. Lawlor is starting what may be a 15 to 20-year project with a pilot, cultivating a series of “oyster gardens” in several yacht marinas at Poolbeg, Malahide and Dun Laoghaire in Dublin ] 






Once a Fast Food of Dublin Bay, Oysters May Return - David Lawlor of the Green Ocean Project (Podcast) 



11th January 2024 
Wavelength Podcast



Diver, sailor and coffee distributor David Lawlor is not that mad about oysters – he’ll eat them out of politeness – but he is mad about what they can do as keystone species in stabilising marine habitats. That’s why he… 
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Dublin Bay

Dublin Bay on the east coast of Ireland stretches over seven kilometres, from Howth Head on its northern tip to Dalkey Island in the south. It's a place most Dubliners simply take for granted, and one of the capital's least visited places. But there's more going on out there than you'd imagine.

The biggest boating centre is at Dun Laoghaire Harbour on the Bay's south shore that is home to over 1,500 pleasure craft, four waterfront yacht clubs and Ireland's largest marina.

The bay is rather shallow with many sandbanks and rocky outcrops, and was notorious in the past for shipwrecks, especially when the wind was from the east. Until modern times, many ships and their passengers were lost along the treacherous coastline from Howth to Dun Laoghaire, less than a kilometre from shore.

The Bay is a C-shaped inlet of the Irish Sea and is about 10 kilometres wide along its north-south base, and 7 km in length to its apex at the centre of the city of Dublin; stretching from Howth Head in the north to Dalkey Point in the south. North Bull Island is situated in the northwest part of the bay, where one of two major inshore sandbanks lie, and features a 5 km long sandy beach, Dollymount Strand, fronting an internationally recognised wildfowl reserve. Many of the rivers of Dublin reach the Irish Sea at Dublin Bay: the River Liffey, with the River Dodder flow received less than 1 km inland, River Tolka, and various smaller rivers and streams.

Dublin Bay FAQs




What beaches are there on Dublin Bay?





There are approximately ten beaches and bathing spots around Dublin Bay: Dollymount Strand; Forty Foot Bathing Place; Half Moon bathing spot; Merrion Strand; Bull Wall; Sandycove Beach; Sandymount Strand; Seapoint; Shelley Banks; Sutton, Burrow Beach









Where are the public slipways to launch a boat on Dublin Bay?





There are slipways on the north side of Dublin Bay at Clontarf, Sutton and on the southside at Dun Laoghaire Harbour, and in Dalkey at Coliemore and Bulloch Harbours.









Who is in charge of Dublin Bay?





Dublin Bay is administered by a number of Government Departments, three local authorities and several statutory agencies. Dublin Port Company is in charge of navigation on the Bay.









How big is Dublin Bay?





Dublin Bay is approximately 70 sq kilometres or 7,000 hectares. The Bay is about 10 kilometres wide along its north-south base, and seven km in length east-west to its peak at the centre of the city of Dublin; stretching from Howth Head in the north to Dalkey Point in the south.









What piers or harbours are there on Dublin Bay? 





Dun Laoghaire Harbour on the southside of the Bay has an East and West Pier, each one kilometre long; this is one of the largest human-made harbours in the world. There also piers or walls at the entrance to the River Liffey at Dublin city known as the Great North and South Walls. Other harbours on the Bay include Bulloch Harbour and Coliemore Harbours both at Dalkey.









Are there marinas on Dublin Bay?





There are two marinas on Dublin Bay. Ireland's largest marina with over 800 berths is on the southern shore at Dun Laoghaire Harbour. The other is at Poolbeg Yacht and Boat Club on the River Liffey close to Dublin City.









What ferries operate on Dublin Bay? 





Car and passenger Ferries operate from Dublin Port to the UK, Isle of Man and France. A passenger ferry operates from Dun Laoghaire Harbour to Howth as well as providing tourist voyages around the bay.









Are there Islands on Dublin Bay?





Dublin Bay has two Islands. Bull Island at Clontarf and Dalkey Island on the southern shore of the Bay.









What is the river that flows into Dublin Bay?





The River Liffey flows through Dublin city and into the Bay. Its tributaries include the River Dodder, the River Poddle and the River Camac.









What are the popular kitesurfing spots on Dublin Bay?





Dollymount, Burrow and Seapoint beaches









How many pleasure craft are there on Dublin Bay?





Approximately 1,500 boats from small dinghies to motorboats to ocean-going yachts. The vast majority, over 1,000, are moored at Dun Laoghaire Harbour which is Ireland's boating capital.









Is Dublin Bay a UNESCO Biosphere?





In 1981, UNESCO recognised the importance of Dublin Bay by designating North Bull Island as a Biosphere because of its rare and internationally important habitats and species of wildlife. To support sustainable development, UNESCO’s concept of a Biosphere has evolved to include not just areas of ecological value but also the areas around them and the communities that live and work within these areas. There have since been additional international and national designations, covering much of Dublin Bay, to ensure the protection of its water quality and biodiversity. To fulfil these broader management aims for the ecosystem, the Biosphere was expanded in 2015. The Biosphere now covers Dublin Bay, reflecting its significant environmental, economic, cultural and tourism importance, and extends to over 300km² to include the bay, the shore and nearby residential areas.









What yacht clubs are on Dublin Bay?





On the Southside at Dun Laoghaire, there is the National Yacht Club, Royal St. George Yacht Club, Royal Irish Yacht Club and Dun Laoghaire Motor Yacht Club as well as Dublin Bay Sailing Club. In the city centre, there is Poolbeg Yacht and Boat Club. On the Northside of Dublin, there is Clontarf Yacht and Boat Club and Sutton Dinghy Club. While not on Dublin Bay, Howth Yacht Club is the major north Dublin Sailing centre.
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Dublin Bay Links


Dublin Port News

Dun Laoghaire Harbour News

Dun Laoghaire Marina News

Dun Laoghaire Watersport Campus News

Forty Foot Swimming News

Dublin Bay Sailing Club News

River Liffey News








Dublin Bay Webcams












Dublin (North Wall) Tide Times







Marine Traffic








Wind Forecast







Dublin Bay Buoy


Tweets by dublinbaybuoy

4WeHelp Movers Cincinnati






Kish Lighthouse


Tweets by kishlhouse

4WeHelp Movers Cincinnati






Dublin Port Entry Guide


View the latest port entry guidelines here
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